Parnell
me*   I shall expect that*   He will have a right to do that/
So we parted/*
A few minutes later Mr* Gladstone entered the room,
where Mr* Morley was waiting to  tell  him the  news*
" * Well ?* he asked eagerly the moment the door was closed,
and without taking off cape or hat*   * Have you seen him ?'
* He is obdurate/ said L   I told him shortly what had passed*
He stood at the table, dumb for some instants, looking at me
as if he could not believe what I had said*   Then he burst
out that we must at once publish his letter to me; at once,
that very afternoon*   I said, * *Tis too late now/   * Oh, no,*
said he; * the Pall Mall will bring it out in a special edition**
4 Well, but,* I persisted, ( we ought really to consider it a
little/   Reluctantly he yielded, and we went into the House*
Harcourt joined us on the bench, and we told him the news*
It was by and by decided that the letter should be immediately
published*   Mr* Gladstone thought that I should at once
inform Mr* Parnell of this*   There he was at that moment,
pleasant and smiling, in his usual place on the Irish bench*
I went into our lobby, and sent somebody to bring him out*
Out he came, and we took three or four turns in the lobby*
I told him that it was thought right, under the new circum-
stances, to send the letter to the press*   * Yes,* he said
amicably, as if it were no particular concern of his, * I think
Mr* Gladstone will be quite right to do that: it will put him
straight with his party** "
That passage has been cited at that length not only because
it is a vivid account of a transaction by one of the parties to
it, but because it clearly shows that Mr* Gladstone was
responsible for the publication in the press of his letter*
It was immediately after the colloquy on the Front Bench
between Mr* Gladstone, Mr* Morley, and Sir William Har-
court that the last named met Mr* Pierce Mahony and made
the remark quoted on a previous page*   The effect of this
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